FEMINIST RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

Semester 2, 20 credits

Please note that this outline is indicative as of Summer 2023 and is subject to change.

Convenor:
Dr. Asha L. Abeyasekera (asha.abeyasekera@york.ac.uk)

Also taught by:
Dr Rachel Alsop (rachel.alsop@york.ac.uk)

Dr. Boriana Alexandrova (boriana.alexandrova@york.ac.uk)

Who should take this module?

All taught MA students (except for year 2 GEMMA students)
Research students new to CWS often find the module helpful and should discuss with their supervisor
whether to participate.

Description and Aims:

This module is primarily designed to familiarise students with a variety of methodologies (ways of
assessing and theorising research practices) within women’s studies, while also introducing some key
methods (tools for acquiring and analysing data). The module prepares students for their dissertation
and helps develop skills for further research.

We emphasise: a) interdisciplinarity; b) culturally specific research, and the challenges of working
across cultures and languages; ¢) situating the researching self; d) critical engagement with textual
and qualitative methods; e); the identification of research topics and appropriate methodologies for a
diverse range of projects.

Learning Outcomes:

After successfully completing this course students will be able to:
e Identify salient research questions, and applicable methods and theories to respond to these

questions

Produce an appropriate ethics form, and critically reflect on ethical considerations in research

Demonstrate reflexivity in their learning process

Plan in outline an M-level research project

Deal with primary and secondary material across a range of academic and popular sources,

critically assessing their strengths and limitations in investigating gender issues

e Utilise traditional and digital methods of information retrieval and bibliographic resources for
research purposes

e Discuss and engage with mono- multi- trans- and inter- disciplinary research methods and
methodologies within feminist research

e Demonstrate an understanding of cultural and historical specificity.
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Indicative Programme:

Week 1: Approaching Feminist Research

Week 2: Reflexivity in Research

Week 3. Conducting Interviews

Week 4: Digital Methods and Media Sources

Week 5: Sisterhood in Action (SiA) conference events
Week 6: Ethics in Research: Theory and Practice
Week 7. Critical Reading, Textual Analysis

Week 8: Visual Analysis

Week 9: Gender in/and Translation

Week 10: Literature Review: choosing and working with sources
Week 11: Assessment Prep

Assessment:

All students except GEMMA students:

1. A reflexive journal (2000-2500 words)

2. A research proposal (1500-2000 words)

Total word count for both components (3500-4000)

GEMMA students

1. A reflexive journal (2000-2500 words)

2. A literature review (1500-2000 words)

Total word count for both components (3500-4000)
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